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mayor, and then Andy Young, the first
African American to be elected to Con-
gress since Reconstruction, right here.

When I think of Tommy, I am re-
minded of that glorious song that God
Almighty has given to us: ‘“Them
that’s got shall get,” and ‘“Them that’s
not shall lose,” because the Bible says
and it still is news. Your mama may
have and your papa may have, ‘“‘But
God bless the child That’s got his
own.”

God bless Mr. Tommy Dortch, my
friend.

————
BURDEN OF HEALTHCARE COSTS

(Ms. BALINT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the burden that
healthcare costs put on American fami-
lies. No one should have to choose be-
tween putting food on the table and af-
fording their medication.

Nearly 3 in 10 American adults take
prescription drugs each day and say
that they have skipped doses. They
have cut pills in half or they have not
filled prescriptions. This is dangerous.

In the Inflation Reduction Act,
Democrats made major progress in low-
ering drug costs and making
healthcare more affordable. We capped
the out-of-pocket costs for seniors. We
capped the cost of insulin at $35, and
we finally gave Medicare the power to
negotiate prices.

Let’s build on this. Let’s cap the cost
of insulin at $35 for every American.
Let’s continue to lower the cost of
medical expenses and insurance pre-
miums for every American.

American families are struggling
while Big Pharma continues to reap
the benefits. Let’s build on the
progress in the Inflation Reduction Act
and provide working families with the
help they so desperately need.

——————

REMEMBERING THE ROSEWOOD
MASSACRE

(Mr. JACKSON of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to give mournful rec-
ognition of the 100-year anniversary of
the Rosewood massacre, an event that
is still one of the darkest chapters of
American history.

On January 1, 1923, the small town of
Rosewood, Florida, was the site of one
of the worst racial attacks in the long
history of this Nation.

Sparked by false allegations against
an innocent Black man, a mob of White
residents descended upon the Black
community of Rosewood, and it is esti-
mated that upward of 200 people were
killed and virtually every building in
that small African-American commu-
nity was literally burned to the
ground.
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I stand in this well as the Represent-
ative of the First Congressional Dis-
trict of the State of Illinois, a district
with a majority of minorities, of Afri-
can Americans and Hispanics, which by
pride and passion, a majority within its
soul and sinews, feels the traumatic
vestiges of Americans’ inhumanity to-
ward other Americans.

But this is American history, and it
is as American as anything we might
say about Concord and Appomattox.

In spite of the dark tragedies inter-
woven within our story, what happened
in Rosewood 100 years ago is as Amer-
ican as anything that happened at Get-
tysburg or Ellis Island. It must be re-
peated to our children, lest we deny
ourselves all the honesty we need to
grow to be a better country.

I implore my colleagues to join me in
condemning the College Board of Flor-
ida for removing AP African-American
curriculum.

—————

CLOSING THE DISPOSABLE E-
CIGARETTE LOOPHOLE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, let
me thank the Biden administration for
work that they have already done by
asking to have them help us in the clo-
sure of the disposable e-cigarette loop-
hole.

As chair of the Congressional Chil-
dren’s Caucus, the administration’s
work in curtailing youth e-cigarette
use is commendable. Vaping and e-cig-
arette usage among youth is at a his-
toric low. Good news.

Despite this, however, the FDA guid-
ance issued by the previous administra-
tion that prohibits flavored e-ciga-
rettes fails to include any disposable e-
cigarette products currently on the
market.

This loophole, alongside the appeal
that disposable e-cigarettes have for
our youth, has influenced a surge in
youth consumption.

Right now, in smoke shops, corner
stores, and gas stations across the
country, disposable e-cigarettes are
being sold for prices as low as $5.

Like candy, they are being offered in
enticing flavors such as strawberry,
iced apple mango, and pineapple lem-
onade; just what a child would look at.

Each product is cleverly designed to
easily fit in one’s pocket, easy to take
to school or other places. These prod-
ucts are sleek, affordable, pocket-sized,
and highly accessible.

A single disposable device can con-
tain enough nicotine as an entire pack
of cigarettes.

A 2022 National Youth Tobacco Study
said these products’ usage is up 2,188
percent since 2019. It is dangerous.
Let’s get to work. Let’s save our chil-
dren.

Let us celebrate a happy Black His-
tory Month, as well.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to thank the Biden Ad-
ministration for its help already. Now the Na-
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tion needs help in closing the disposable e-
cigarette loophole.

The Administration’s work in curtailing youth
e-cigarette use is commendable; vaping and
e-cigarette usage among youths is at a his-
toric low.

Despite this, however, the FDA guidance
issued by the previous administration that pro-
hibits flavored e-cigarettes, FAILS to include
any disposable e-cigarette products currently
on the market.

This loophole, alongside the appeal that dis-
posable e-cigarettes have for youth, has influ-
enced a surge in youth consumption.

Right now, in smoke shops, corner stores,
and gas stations across the country, dispos-
able e-cigarettes are being sold for prices as
low as $5.

They are being offered in enticing flavors
such as Strawberry, Iced Apple Mango, and
Pineapple Lemonade.

Each product is cleverly designed to easily
fit in one’s pocket.

These products are sleek, affordable, pock-
et-sized, and highly accessible to our youth.

A single disposable device can contain
enough nicotine as an entire pack of ciga-
rettes.

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol 2022 National Youth Tobacco Study,
usage of these products is up 2,188 percent
since 2019.

This is a dangerous over site that will put
thousands of lives at risk.

| urge this Administration to close the loop-
hole to ensure the flavor ban includes dispos-
able e-cigarettes.

The future and safety of America’s youth
depend on it.

——————

GRAVE THREAT TO AMERICAN
WORKERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. KILEY) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, as chair of
the House Subcommittee on Workforce
Protections, I will take a moment
today to address a grave threat to
American workers that is coming from
Washington, D.C., right now. Hundreds
of thousands of Americans are at immi-
nent risk of losing their livelihoods be-
cause of an anti-worker agenda that
certain politicians and special inter-
ests are pushing by any means nec-
essary.

The Department of Labor is cur-
rently considering a proposed nation-
wide rule that would severely limit the
gig economy, freelancing, independent
contracting, self-employment, and
other alternate work arrangements
that entire careers are based on and en-
tire industries have been built around.

The rule has a similar objective to
the PRO Act, which is supported by
President Biden, and even passed the
House in the last Congress.

The devastating consequences of
these policies are not a matter of spec-
ulation. In California, we know all too
well what is in store for the rest of the
country if this rule is adopted and if
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the PRO Act passes because the model
for these policies comes from our
State, a law called AB 5 that passed
the supermajority legislature in 2019
and has been ruthlessly enforced by
Governor Gavin Newsom ever since.

AB 5 has been absolutely devastating
for countless independent professionals
in California. You don’t need to take
my word for it. Governor Newsom’s
own former deputy chief of staff,
Yoshar Ali, called it ‘‘one of the most
destructive pieces of legislation in the
past 20 years,” adding, ‘‘It’s truly hor-
rific how many people are negatively
impacted by it.”

Newsom’s political mentor, the
former mayor of San Francisco and
former speaker of the State Assembly,
Willie Brown, said that the law made
him want to “‘picket’ against the ‘“‘bas-
tards” at the Capitol and the special
interests that ‘‘took advantage’ of
them.

O 1230

Andrew Cuomo rejected a similar law
in New York, saying he didn’t want to

“make the same mistake” as Cali-
fornia.
The liberal Daily Kos likewise

warned other States: Don’t make the
same mistake California’s Gavin
Newsom did—with the site’s founder
calling the law disastrous and asinine
and its supporters shameful.

The NAACP assailed it as a ‘‘terrible
law” and a ‘‘gut punch to our commu-
nity.”

The CEO of the Black Chamber of
Commerce called it a catastrophe re-
sponsible for enabling, defending, and
propagating systemic racism.

Mr. Speaker, 200 Ph.D. economists,
including a Nobel Laureate, reported
that the law is doing substantial and
avoidable harm to the very people who
now have the fewest resources and the
worst alternatives available to them.
One commentator called it ‘‘the most
malicious and harmful law ever passed
in California.”

ABb5 effectively bans independent
work of any kind, being your own boss.
With a single stroke of his pen, Gov-
ernor Gavin Newsom rendered count-
less Californians, spanning hundreds of
professions, unable to earn a living in
our State—videographers and carica-
turists, transcriptionists and inter-
preters, technicians and engineers, an-
alysts and consultants, musicians and
conductors, artists and dancers, writ-
ers and editors, coaches and trainers,
teachers and tutors, nurses and doulas,
the list goes on.

Many national companies now explic-
itly disclaim on their applications that
they can no longer work with Cali-
fornia freelancers. Hardly an industry
or trade is unscathed.

Most devastated by AB5 have been
our most vulnerable: seniors, care-
givers, students, reformed convicts,
single mothers, people with disabilities
or health issues or mental health
needs, all of whom rely on independent
contracting.
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Many of my own constituents have
been ensnared by the law. Right here,
you see a photo of Ildiko Santana, an
immigrant, a naturalized citizen, who
worked as a freelance translator for
over 20 years in Loomis. It took dec-
ades for her to build up her clientele,
and then she had a single law cause her
to lose it all. After AB5 went into ef-
fect, not a single one of the over 50
agencies she did business with will hire
her unless she incorporates or leaves
California.

Across the State, thousands of hard-
working people are in exactly the same
position. Take, for example, Heather
Mason, who said: “I am a conference
producer. I had to move; went to Utah.
I can’t hire many of our freelance folks
back in California either.” She said: “‘I
am heartbroken to leave LA.”

Elizabeth Adger said: “ABb5 is why 1
had to pack up my very ill husband
with stage IV cancer and autistic son
and leave the State. There is no way I
can take care of our family and work a
‘traditional’-type job. I have always
worked for myself and paid my taxes. I
was terrified of becoming homeless.
Now I am moving to Florida, where my
business is welcome.”

Here is the thing. That just isn’t
going to be an option if the PRO Act or
this proposed rule from the Depart-
ment of Labor goes into effect because
this suffering will be taken nationwide.

It is estimated that the PRO Act
would cost over 350,000 freelance work-
ers their ability to earn a living, and
even just the Department of Labor rule
in and of itself would cause significant
losses.

Unlike State laws, independent
businesspeople will have nowhere to
turn if these policies go into effect.
What is going to happen to folks like
Ildiko and Heather and Elizabeth? In
fact, Ildiko will be forced to leave the
United States and return to her home
country in order to make a living.

Mr. Speaker, I am calling on Presi-
dent Biden to see the reality, to see the
harm that these policies are causing. I
am calling on President Biden to re-
scind his proposed rule and to stop sup-
porting the PRO Act, to listen to inde-
pendent contractors and freelancers
whose lives have been upended in Cali-
fornia, to have compassion and to stop
advocating for policy changes that
would inflict this suffering nationwide.

As chair of the House Subcommittee
on Workforce Protections, I will prom-
ise you this. I am going to work in
every way possible to defeat the PRO
Act. Our committee will fight for
workers. There is an agenda out there
that is working against workers. We
are going to fight for workers, for
small businesses, and for economic
freedom.

If the proposed Department of Labor
rule does take effect, I will imme-
diately act to pass legislation to repeal
it. More than that, I will use the gavel
of this subcommittee to shine light on
the unparalleled damage that has been
wrought by AB5, and I certainly will
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make sure that the freelancers who
have lost everything in California are
not forgotten.

In a broader sense, AB5 is truly a
case study in the decline of the State
of California. We used to be the State
where anyone could get ahead. Now, we
are the State that so many can’t wait
to leave behind.

We are the Golden State and have al-
ways served as a beacon of opportunity
for well over a century. We have at-
tracted innovators and adventurers.

We are a State that has so many
blessings, endowed with unbelievable
natural beauty. Yet, somehow, we have
gotten to the point where California
just achieved a historic three-peat,
where for the third straight year, we
led the Nation in one-way U-Haul rent-
als.

In fact, with the recent redistricting,
we lost a seat in Congress, and if the
lines were redrawn today, we would
lose another seat. It is precisely be-
cause of policies like ABb5.

California’s Governor is saying again
and again that our State is a model for
the Nation. President Biden has been
all too quick to believe him by sup-
porting policies like AB5 and the PRO
Act.

The sad reality is that, in many
ways, our State is not a model for the
Nation but a warning to the Nation
about what happens when humanist
values give way to brute political
force.

Today, I am urging the President and
my colleagues in Congress to heed that
warning.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————
STATE OF OUR UNION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
honored to be able to be the last Con-
gressman to speak in this historic
State of the Union week here in Con-
gress.

There are several comments that
have to be made about the State of the
Union because if you are just going to
listen to what President Biden had to
say, you would have a very warped and
distorted view of what is going on in
America today.

I think the most harmful thing he
said is he one more time talked about
the talk and implied that America’s
police force is a racist police force and
a stain on America’s reputation. That
is a lie. It is a lie. It has been disproven
year after year, study after study.

Nevertheless, President Biden, I
think in an effort to scare Black Amer-
icans into voting for him, claims that
we have a horrible racist society in
general and a racist police problem in
particular.

I will mention two articles which
came out right after the unfortunate
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